Neuropathology of the brain stem in psychiatric disorders.
The brain stem was examined in a series of 27 autopsy cases for a possible association of microscopic changes and primary psychiatric disorder. Seven cases were found to have brain stem microglial nodules or perivascular infiltrates in association with a range of CNS pathological conditions. One of eight schizophrenic and none of four primary affective disorder patients showed brain stem pathology. While evident in many forms of coarse brain disease, brain stem microscopic changes do not appear related to primary psychiatric disorder.